September 17: Martyrs Sophia and her 3 Daughters

Stichera of the Martyrs on "Lord I have cried"
Tone 4, Special Melody "Thou hast given a sign..."

(3) Reader: In the 4th Tone, Special Melody "Thou hast given a sign"
For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption;
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And He shall redeem Israel out of all his i -1 - - - qui-ties.
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The vir - gin maid - ens, bound by the law of na - ture
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and manifestly by the love of the Cre -a - - = - - tor,
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with faith loosed the bonds of de-cep-tion; and be-com-ing man - ly,
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Sept: 17: Stichera on Lord I have cried
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they broke the feeble enemy un- der-foot and have been radiantly adorned with
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the crown of vic - tor - vy, and re - joic - - - ing
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they have made their abode in the heavenlybridal cham - ber.
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(2) Reader: O praise the Lord, all ye nations;
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Praise Him, all_ ye peo - - - - ples.
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The most laud - a - ble Faith and the glo-ri-ous Char-1 - ty, and the
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di-vine - ly wisé Hope, showing themselves to be the name-sakes
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of the virtues most splen - did, as athletes cast down the e - vil one,
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who with cunning had deceived our first mo -  ther; and hav-ing be-come
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de - i-fied, they have received mansions in paradise pray-ing for us all.
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(1) Reader: For He hath made His mercy to prevail over us,
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And the truth of the Lord a - bi - deth for -ev - - - - er.
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Sept: 17: Stichera on Lord I have cried
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Faith, Hope and Char - 1 - ty, the off-spring of So-phi - a, seek-ing
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with faith the beauty of the most come - ly Bride - groom, U - ni-ted
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them-selves to Him, having adorned themselves with di-vine wounds;
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and they dis-dained the fire, the mul-ti-far -i-ous tor - ments and an
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ig-no-min - i-ous death. For their sake, O Lord, free us from e -  vils.
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English translation by Isaac E. Lambertsen, ©1996, "The Menaion of the Orthodox Church", Vol. I,
St. John of Kronstadt Press. The complete service text may be purchased through: sjkp.org
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