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For with Thee there is for give ness.
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(6) Reader:  If Thou shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, O Lord, who shall stand?
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Great Vespers
The Nativity of the Theotokos

Carol Surgant  ~  music.russianorthodox-stl.org  ~  9/18/08  

September 8

Lord I Have Cried

On "Lord I have cried...", 10 stichera are sung— 
4 of the Resurrection (from the Octoechos); 

6 of the Feast (from the Menaion):

                                                              __
Today God, Who resteth on the noetic thrones, / 
                                                             ____
hath prepared for Himself a holy throne on earth. / 
                                                                                  ___
He Who hath established the heavens by His wisdom / 
                                                                                       ___
hath in His loving-kindness created an animate heaven. / 
                           ___
For the God of wonders, / 
                              ___
the Hope of the hopeless, / 
                              ___
hath caused His Mother to spring forth / 
                                                        __
as a Life-bearing plant from a barren root. // 
 __          ___
Glory to Thee, O Lord!

English translation by Isaac E. Lambertsen, "The Menaion of the Orthodox Church", Vol. I,
St. John of Kronstadt Press.  The complete service text may be purchased through:  sjkp.org
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My soul hath hoped in the Lord.
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(5) Reader:  For Thy name's sake have I patiently waited for Thee, O Lord; my soul
hath waited patiently for Thy word,
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Stichera on "Lord I have cried..."

                     __
This is the day of the Lord! / 
                         __
Rejoice, O ye people! / 
                                   ___
For, lo! the bridal-chamber of the Light / 
                                    ____
and the book of the Word of life / 
                       ___
hath issued forth from the womb, / 
                                                                                 __
and the portal which faceth toward the east, having been born, /
                                              ___                        
awaiteth the entry of the great High Priest. / 
                                                ____
She alone leadeth the one Christ into the world, //
                  __       __
for the salvation of our souls.



&

?

#

#

˙ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ œ œ ˙ ˙# w

Let Is ra el hope in the Lord.
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(4) Reader:  From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch
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Stichera on "Lord I have cried..."

                                      __
Even though, by the will of God, / 
                                                                       __
famous barren women have produced offspring, / 
                                                                            __  
yet in divine majesty hath Mary outshone all who have been born; / 
                                                                                       ___
for, having been all-gloriously born of a barren mother, / 
                                                                                       ___
she supernaturally gave birth in the flesh to the God of all, / 
                                       ___  
from a womb which knew not seed. / 
                                                                            ___
She alone is the gate of the only-begotten Son of God; / 
                                                            ___
and He, passing through it, hath kept it closed, / 
                                                                                                     ____
and, arranging all things wisely in accordance with His knowledge, // 
                              __              __
hath wrought salvation for all men.         



&

?

#

#

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ œ œ ˙ ˙# w

And He shall redeem Israel out of all his in iq ui ties.
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(3)  Reader:  For with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption;
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Stichera on "Lord I have cried..."

                                                                              _
Today the gateway of the barren woman is opened, / 
                                                    __
and the divine Virgin portal cometh forth! / 
                                               ___
Today grace beginneth to bear fruit, / 
                                                ___
revealing to the world the Mother of God, / 
                                                                                               ___
through whom those on earth are united to those in heaven, // 
                  __       __
for the salvation of our souls.     
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Praise Him all ye peo ples.
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(2)  Reader:  O praise the Lord, all ye nations;
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Stichera on "Lord I have cried..."

                                                                __
Today is the pronouncement of universal joy! / 
                                                                                  __
Today the winds have blown which herald salvation, / 
                                                           __
and our nature is released from barrenness! / 
                                                                            ___
For the barren woman is shown to be the mother / 
                                         __
of her who remaineth virgin /
                                                           _
even after giving birth to the Creator, / 
                               __
from whom God taketh to Himself /
                                                     __
that which is alien to Him by nature, / 
                                                                                __
and Christ, the Deliverer of our souls, Who loveth mankind, // 
                                                                       ___                   ___
doth accomplish salvation through the flesh for those gone astray.
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And the truth of the Lord a bi deth for ev er.
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(1)  Reader:  For He hath made His mercy to prevail over us,
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Stichera on "Lord I have cried..."

                         __
Today barren Anna /
                                               ___
giveth birth to the divine Maiden / 
                                                                              __
who was chosen beforehand out of all generations / 
                                                 ____
to be the dwelling-place of Christ our God, / 
                              _
the King and Creator of all, / 
                                                            __
in fulfillment of the divine dispensation. / 
                                                                    ___                         
Thereby, O ye mortals, have we been fashioned anew // 
                                                           __          __
and restored from corruption to life without end.
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Glory...

œ

Reader:  Glory, both now, in the same tone.
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Both now and ever and unto the a ges of a ges. A men.
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Stichera on "Lord I have cried..."

                                                              __
Today God, Who resteth on the noetic thrones, / 
                                                             ____
hath prepared for Himself a holy throne on earth. / 
                                                                                  ___
He Who hath established the heavens by His wisdom / 
                                                                                         __
hath in His loving-kindness created an animate heaven. / 
                            ___
For the God of wonders, / 
                              ___
the Hope of the hopeless, / 
                                                  ____
hath caused His Mother to spring forth / 
                                                       ___
as a Life-bearing plant from a barren root. // 
___         ___
Glory to Thee, O Lord!

Entrance, Prokeimenon of the day, and three readings:
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Old Testament Readings

Reader:  The Reading from Genesis.

Jacob  went  forth  from  the  well  of  the  oath,  and  departed 
into  Haran.   And  he  came  to  a  certain  place,  and  slept 
there,  for  the  sun  had  gone down;  and  he  took  one  of  the 
stones of the place, and put it at his head, and lay down to 
sleep in that place, and dreamed: and behold a ladder fixed 
on the earth, whose top reached to heaven, and the angels 
of God ascended and descended on it.  And the Lord stood 
upon it, and said: "I am the God of thy father Abraham, and 
the God of Isaac.  Fear not; the land on which thou liest, to 
thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed.   And  thy  seed  shall  be 
like the sand of the earth; and it shall spread abroad to the 
sea, and the south, and the north, and the east; and in thee 
and in thy seed shall all tribes of the earth be blessed.  And 
behold I am with thee to preserve thee continually in all the 
way wherein thou shalt go; and I will bring thee back to this 
land;  for  I  will  not  desert  thee,  until  I  have  done all  that  I 
have said to thee."  And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and 
said: "The Lord is in this place, and I knew it not."  And he 
was  afraid,  and  said:  "How  fearful  is  this  place!   This  is 
none  other  than  the  house  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of 
heaven!"
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Old Testament Readings

Reader:   The  Reading  from  the  Prophecy  of  Ezekiel.

Thus saith the Lord:  "It shall come to pass from the eighth 
day  and  onward,  that  the  priests  shall  offer  your  whole-
burnt-offerings on the altar, and your peace-offerings; and 
I  will  accept  you,"  saith  the  Lord.   Then  He  brought  me 
back  by  the  way  of  the  outer  gate  of  the  sanctuary  that 
faceth eastward; and it was shut.  And the Lord said to me: 
"This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one 
shall pass through it; for the Lord God of Israel shall enter 
by it, and it shall be shut.  For the Prince, He shall sit in it, 
to eat  bread before the Lord;  He shall  go in by the way of 
the porch of the gate,  and shall  go forth by the way of the 
same."  And He brought me in by the way of the gate that 
faceth northward, in front of the house: and I looked, and, 
behold!  the  house  was  full  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord.
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Old Testament Readings

Reader:  The Reading from Proverbs.

Wisdom  hath  built  a  house  for  herself  and  set  up  seven 
pillars.   She  hath  killed  her  beasts;  she  hath  mingled  her 
wine in a bowl and prepared her table.  She hath sent forth 
her  servants,  calling with a  loud proclamation to  the  feast, 
saying: "Whoso is foolish, let him turn aside to me."  And to 
those who want understanding, she saith: "Come, eat of my 
bread, and drink wine which I have mingled for you.  Leave 
folly,  that  ye  may  reign  forever;  and  seek  wisdom,  and 
improve  understanding  by  knowledge."   He  that  reproveth 
evil men shall get dishonor to himself; and he that rebuketh 
an  ungodly  man  shall  disgrace  himself.   Rebuke  not  evil 
men, lest they should hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he 
will  love  thee.   Give  an  opportunity  to  a  wise  man,  and he 
will  be wiser: instruct a just man, and he will  receive more 
instruction.   The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
wisdom,  and  the  counsel  of  the  law  is  the  character  of  a 
sound mind.  For in this way thou shalt live long, and years 
of thy life shall be added to thee.
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Stichera of the Litia

Tone 1:
     __                                                                        __
Today is the beginning of our salvation, O ye people! / 
                                 ___
For, lo! the Virgin Mother, / 
                        __                      _
who was foretold from generations of old / 
                __
as the receptacle of God, / 
              ___                                           __
cometh forth to be born of a barren woman. / 
                                                                                        ____
The flower of Jesse and the rod of his root have sprung forth. / 
       __              ___
Let Adam our forefather rejoice, / 
                     __                __
and let Eve revel in jubilation! /
            ___                                                                    __
For, behold! she who was fashioned of the rib of Adam / 
                                                                                           __
manifestly blesseth her daughter and descendant, saying: / 
      __                                ___
"Deliverance hath been born in me, / 
                                                            ____       __
for which cause I am freed of the bonds of hades!" / 
       __                    ___
Let David rejoice, striking his harp, / 
                       ___
and let him bless God: / 
       __                                                                                                  __
for, lo! the Virgin issueth forth from the womb of the barren woman, // 
                    __
unto the salvation of our souls! 

Tone 2:
____                                  __
Come, all ye who love virginity, / 
                        __
ye zealots of purity! / 
____                                                                       ___
Come, and with love take up the praise of the Virgin: / 
       ___
the well-spring of Life / 
           ___                     ___
which floweth from a hard rock, / 
                                                 __
the bush which grew from barren ground, / 
            ____                         __
unconsumed by the immaterial Fire, // 
                                             __                ~
which doth purify and illumine our souls.
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Stichera of the Litia

Tone 2 (continued)

 ___                             __
What is this noise of revelers? / 
                                                                                __
Joachim and Anna keep festival mystically, saying: / 
      ___                                 __
"Rejoice with us today, O Adam and Eve!" / 
                                                        __
For by their transgression was paradise shut, / 
                    __                                __
but a right glorious fruit is now given unto us: / 
                                                                                         ___            ~
Mary, the divine Maiden, who throweth open its gates unto all. 

        ____                              ___        ___
The Queen of all who hath been foretold, / 
              __
the habitation of God, / 
                   ___                                            __
the divine dwelling place of the eternal Essence, / 
                    ___       
hath come forth today /
                 __                                               __
from the barren womb of the glorious Anna, / 
                                                                      ____
and by her shameless hades hath been trampled down, / 
        ___                                                                      ___
and Eve, the mother of our race, is led into everlasting life. / 
                               __
To her do we cry out, as is meet: / 
 ____                                 __
Blessed art thou among women, // 
                                  ___                ~
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb!
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Reader:  Glory, both now, in the 8th Tone.
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Stichera of the Litia

__                                    __
On the right excellent day of our feast / 
                             __
let us strike the spiritual harp; / 
                                                                             ___     __
for the Mother of Life is born today of the seed of David, / 
                          ___
dispelling the darkness: / 
                           __
the renewal of Adam, /
               __
the restoration of Eve, / 
                                            __
the Well-spring of incorruption, / 
                                     __
our release from corruption. / 
                                                      __                   __
Because of her we have been deified and delivered from death. / 
                                                                         __
And we, the faithful, cry out to her with Gabriel: / 
                                        __
Rejoice, thou who art full of grace, / 
       ___     ___
the Lord is with thee, // 
                                ___
granting us great mercy for thy sake!
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At the Aposticha:  the stichera of the Resurrection in the Tone of the week (from the Octoechos); 
and Glory, Both now of the feast (from the Menaion).

Now lettest Thou Thy servant... Trisagion Prayers.  The Troparion of the Feast (3x).
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Reader:  Glory, both now, in the 8th Tone.
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Aposticha

____                                                                       ___
Come, all ye faithful, let us make haste to the Virgin! /
                                                           ___
For, lo! she is born who was foreseen before the womb /
           ___       __
as the Mother of our God, / 
                            __
the vessel of virginity, / 
                                                                                                __
the rod of Aaron which sprang forth from the root of Jesse, / 
                  __                    ___
the proclamation of the prophets, / 
                                                                               __
the offspring of the righteous Joachim and Anna! / 
                                                      ____                                   
She is born, and with her the world is restored! / 
                                                       ___                                __
She is born, and the Church adorneth herself in her majesty! / 
                                                                               ___
She is the holy temple and receptacle of the Godhead! /
                            __                         
the vessel of virginity, /
                    ____      __
the bridal-chamber of the King, / 
                                                                                          ___    
wherein was wrought the all-glorious and perfect mystery / 
                                                                                                      ___
of the ineffable union of the natures which have come together in Christ! / 
                                                                                                                             ___
And worshipping Him, we hymn the nativity of the most immaculate Virgin.
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