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Entrance. Prokimenon of the day. 3 Readings:

A Reading from Genesis:

Jacob went forth from the well of the oath, and departed into
Haran. And he came to a certain place, and slept there, for the
sun had gone down; and he took one of the stones of the place,
and put it at his head, and lay down to sleep in that place, and
dreamed: and behold a ladder fixed on the earth, whose top
reached to heaven, and the angels of God ascended and
descended on it. And the Lord stood upon it, and said: “I am the
God of thy father Abraham, and the God of Isaac. Fear not; the
land on which thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed.
And thy seed shall be like the sand of the earth; and it shall
spread abroad to the sea, and the south, and the north, and the
east; and in thee and in thy seed shall all tribes of the earth be
blessed. And behold I am with thee to preserve thee continually
in all the way wherein thou shalt go; and I will bring thee back
to this land; for I will not desert thee, until I have done all that I
have said to thee.” And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and said:
“The Lord is in this place, and I knew it not.” And he was afraid,
and said: “How fearful is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”

A Reading from the Prophecy of Ezekiel:

Thus saith the Lord: “It shall come to pass from the
eighth day and onward, that the priests shall offer your
wholeburnt-offerings on the altar, and your peace-offerings;
and I will accept you,” saith the Lord. Then He brought me back
by the way of the outer gate of the sanctuary that faceth
eastward; and it was shut. And the Lord said to me: “This gate
shall be shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall pass
through it; for the Lord God of Israel shall enter by it, and it
shall be shut. For the Prince, He shall sit in it, to eat bread
before the Lord; He shall go in by the way of the porch of the
gate, and shall go forth by the way of the same.” And He
brought me in by the way of the gate that faceth northward, in
front of the house: and I looked, and, behold! the house was full
of the glory of the Lord.
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A Reading from Proverbs:

Wisdom hath built a house for herself and set up seven pillars.
She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine in a bowl
and prepared her table. She hath sent forth her servants, calling
with a loud proclamation to the feast, saying: “Whoso is foolish,
let him turn aside to me.” And to those who want
understanding, she saith: “Come, eat of my bread, and drink
wine which I have mingled for you. Leave folly, that ye may
reign forever; and seek wisdom, and improve understanding by
knowledge.” He that reproveth evil men shall get dishonor to
himself; and he that rebuketh an ungodly man shall disgrace
himself. Rebuke not evil men, lest they should hate thee: rebuke
a wise man, and he will love thee. Give an opportunity to a wise
man, and he will be wiser: instruct a just man, and he will
receive more instruction. The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom, and the counsel of the law is the character of a

sound mind. For in this way thou shalt live long, and years of
thy life shall be added to thee.
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At the Litia

Tone II: Thine icon, O Theotokos, is truly more venerable / than the ark of old before
which David danced, / having assembled the ranks of Israel, / for the assemblies of
hierarchs with the ranks of the angels, kings and princes, / and all the multitude of
the Christian people / stand now before it, blessing thee, the Mother of God; /
and glorifying thee as befitteth servants, / honoring and bowing down before thee; /
they pray to thee, after God, that the world be granted peace in Orthodoxy, /

the scepters of kings be made steadfast, / and thy servants be saved from all evils, //

in that thou art blessed.

Before thine image, O most pure Sovereign Lady Theotokos, / stand the company of
hierarchs, kings and princes, / and all the people, monastics and laity, / who know
thee truly to be a powerful and invincible helper; / and they are moved to offer thee
supplications with all their soul, / and are impelled to pray to God, in need of thine aid, /
that thou mightest stretch forth thy God-bearing hands and pray for the world. /
Hearken thou and give ear, O Lady, and grant consolation to thy servants, / lest our

heavy and grievous sins gain the victory over us; // for we are all ever in need of

thine assistance.

Tone VI: When first thine icon was painted by Luke, / the Evangelist of the mysteries of
the Gospel, / and was brought to thee, O Queen, / that thou mightest make it thine own
and impart to it / the power to save those who honor thee, thou didst rejoice; / and as
thou art the merciful collaborator in our salvation, / in that once thou didst conceive God
in thy womb, / thou didst chant a hymn to the icon, giving mouth and voice thereto: /
“Behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed!”, / and, gazing at it thou
didst say with authority: / “My grace and power are with this image!” / And we truly
believe what thou didst say, O Sovereign Lady, / for in this image thou art with us. /
Wherefore, standing reverently before it, we thy servants bow down before thee. //

Visit us with thy maternal compassion.
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Litia, continued...

Tone VII: A great and most glorious mountain art thou, O Theotokos, / surpassing
Mount Sinai./ For, unable to bear the descent of the glory of God in types and shadows, /
it caught on fire, and thunder and lightning struck it; / but thou, being the most divine
light, / bore the Word of God in thy womb without being consumed, / and with the milk
of thy breasts didst nurture Him Who holdeth all things in His hand. / And now, as thou
thou dost possess maternal boldness toward Him, O Lady, / help those who faithfully
celebrate thine honored festival, / and visiting us, in thy mercy, forget us not; / for thou
hast received from God // the gift of ordering and protecting the Christian flock,

thy servants.

Glory ..., Now & ever ...

Tone VI: To thee do all the generations of mankind offer gifts of praise, / entreating
thee as Queen and the Mother of God: / the prophets proclaimed thee most wisely, /
the Levites blessed thee, / the apostles and martyrs confessed thee, / kings and princes
bow down before thee, / hierarchs proclaim thee, / monks and layfolk render thee
reverence, / rich and poor, orphans and widows, / and mortals of every age and station,
old and young, / flee beneath thy mighty protection with faith. / By thy prayers,

O Sovereign Lady, protect and preserve us, // and save our souls from misfortunes.

English translation by Isaac E. Lambertsen, "The Menaion of the Orthodox Church", Vol. II,
©1999, St. John of Kronstadt Press. The complete service text may be purchased through: sjkp.org



