January 1: Circumcision of our Lord; St. Basil the Great (on a Weekday)

Great Vespers

Stichera on "Lord I have cried"
Tone 8, Kievan

(8) Reader: Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord;
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English text: "The Menaion of the Orthodox Church", Vol V, translated by Isaac E. Lambertsen,
St. John of Kronstadt Press, ©2000. The entire service text may be purchased through: sjkp.org
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O Lord, Who holdest all things in the palm of Thy hand,
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<= Repeat 2nd Sticheron: '"The all-good God was not ashamed..."”
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Stichera of St. Basil

(4) Reader: In the 4th Tone, From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch
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faith - ful, _ let us cry: Thou art our God! Have mercy up - on__  us!
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Entrance. Prokeimenon of the day. Three readings:
A Reading from Genesis

God appeared unto Abram and said to him: "I am thy God.
Be well-pleasing before Me, and be blameless. And I will
establish My covenant between Me and thee, and 1 will
multiply thee exceedingly. Thou shalt be the father of a
multitude of nations. And thy name shall no more be
called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham, for I have
made thee a father of many nations. And I will increase
thee very exceedingly, and I will make nations of thee, and
kings shall come out of thee. And I will establish My
covenant between thee and thy seed after thee, to their
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be thy God,
and the God of thy seed after thee." And Abraham fell
upon his face, and worshipped the Lord. And the Lord
said unto Abraham: "Thou shalt also fully keep My
covenant, thou and thy seed after thee for their generations.
And this i1s the covenant which thou shalt fully keep
between Me and you, and between thy seed after thee for
their generations: every male of you shall be circumcised
in the flesh of your foreskin, and it shall be for a sign of a
covenant between me and you, and between thy seed after
thee for their generations. And the child of eight days old
shall be circumcised by you, every male throughout your
generations. And the uncircumcised male, who shall not
be circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin on the eighth
day, he shall be utterly destroyed from his family, for he
hath broken My covenant."



January 1: (Weekday)

Great Vespers
Page 14

A Reading from Proverbs

The Lord made me the beginning of His ways for His works.
He established me before time was, in the beginning, before He
made the earth; even before He made the depths; before the
fountains of water came forth, before the mountains were
settled, and before all the hills, He begat Me. The Lord made
countries and uninhabited tracts, and the highest inhabited parts
of the world. When He prepared heaven, I was present with
Him; and when He prepared His throne upon the winds, and
when He strengthened the clouds above, and when He secured
the fountains of the earth, and when He strengthened the
foundations of the earth: I was like unto Him. I was that
wherein He took delight, and daily I rejoiced in His presence
continually.

A Reading from Proverbs

The mouth of the righteous droppeth wisdom: but the tongue of
the unjust shall perish. The lips of just men drop grace: but the
mouth of the ungodly is perverse. False balances are an
abomination before the Lord: but a just weight is acceptable
unto Him. Wherever pride entereth, there will also be disgrace:
but the mouth of the humble doth meditate wisdom. The
integrity of the upright shall guide them, but the overthrow of
the rebellious shall spoil them. Possessions shall not profit in
the day of wrath, but righteousness will deliver from death.
When a just man dieth, he leaveth regret: but the destruction of
the ungodly is speedy and causeth joy. Righteousness traceth
out blameless paths: but ungodliness encountereth unjust
dealing. The righteousness of upright men delivereth them: but
transgressors are caught in their own destruction. At the death
of a just man his hope doth not perish: but the boast of the
ungodly perisheth. A righteous man escapeth from a snare, and
the ungodly man is delivered up in his place. In the mouth of
ungodly men is a snare for citizens: but the understanding of
righteous men is prosperous. In the prosperity of righteous men
a city prospereth, but at the destruction of the wicked there is
exaltation. At the blessing of the upright a city shall be exalted,
but by the mouths of ungodly men it is overthrown. A man void
of understanding sneereth at his fellow citizens: but a sensible
man is quiet.
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Reader: In the 3rd Tone, Having caused Christ, the Well-spring of life...
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As thou hast boldness before God, en-treat Him that our souls be saved.
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O Lord Who holdest all things in the palm of Thy hand,
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and wast wrapped in swad - dling clothes, glo-ry be to Thee!
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Now lettest Thou Thy servant...
Trisagion Prayers
At the Blessing of the Loaves, the troparion of the Hierarch,2x, and Circumcision, Ix.

If Great Vespers is served alone, (not part of a Vigil):
Troparion of the Hierarch; Glory...Both Now... Troparion of the Circumcision.

English translation by Isaac E. Lambertsen, ©2000, "The Menaion of the Orthodox Church", Vol. V.,
St. John of Kronstadt Press. The complete service text may be purchased through: sjkp.org
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