December 24: Sunday before Nativity
Stichera on "Lord I have cried"

; Reader: Glory, in the same tone. (7one 6)
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Ho—— ly Spi - rit.
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Daniel, the man of divine desires, /
seeing Thee, the Stone uncut by human hands, O Lord, /
prophetically called Thee a babe born without seed, /
the Word incarnate of the Virgin, //
the immaculate God, the Savior of our souls.
Reader: Both now, in the same tone.
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Both now and ever, and unto the a - ges of a - ges. A-men.
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Splendidly adorn thyself, O cave, / for the ewe-lamb cometh /

who doth bear Christ in her womb! / O manger receive thou Him /

Who by a word doth release us mortals from irrational activity! /

Ye piping shepherds, bear witness to the awesome wonder! /

Ye magi from Persia, bring forth gold, frankincense and myrrh, /

for the Lord hath appeared from the Virgin Mary.

And His mother, regarding Him as befitteth a handmaid, worshipped Him /
and cried out in greeting unto Him Who was laid in her arms: /

How wast Thou sown within me? //

How didst Thou spring forth in me, O my Deliverer and God?
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