December 24: The Eve of the Nativity of our Lord

Stichera on "Lord I have cried", Tone 5
Special Melody "Rejoice..."

Optina Hermitage

(6) Reader: 1f Thou shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, O Lord who shall stand?
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O Thou Who art most per - - - fect, thou bear - est the
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Dec. 24: Eve of Nativity
Stichera on Lord I have cried,
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dost de - sire to be held by hu - - - man__ hands.
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The pure and most immaculate one pro-claimed say - - ing:
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'How can I wrap Thee in swad-dling - bands as a babe;
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how can [ feed Thee at my breasts Who sus-tain
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est all things?
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How can I marvel at Thy poverty which is past under-stand - - - ing?
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Dec. 24: Eve of Nativity
Stichera on Lord I have cried,
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How can I call Thee my Son, I who am now Thy
I Y Y Y
r= ———————r+ +* >
= | | 1 [ [ | T 1 1 | |
o R e B I S e N R
G—F ==E======= s
) e L P | | . L !
hand - - - - maid? I hymn and bless Thee,
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Who be - stow - est great mer - cy up - on the world!"
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(5) Reader: For Thy name's sake have I patiently waited for Thee,
O Lord; my soul hath waited patiently for Thy word,
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My soul hath__ hoped in the Lord.
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Dec. 24: Eve of Nativity
Stichera on Lord I have cried,
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as a babe holding Him in her arms and kissing Him of - - - ten,
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'O God Most High, Thou in - vis - 1 - ble King: How can I
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look__ up-on__ Thee? I cannot grasp the mystery of thy boundless
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Dec. 24: Eve of Nativity
Stichera on Lord I have cried,
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p-6 (4) Reader: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch
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and have come with haste to wor - ship Him, Who hath made
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his jour - ney from on high, made His abode strangely within me,
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Stichera on Lord I have cried,
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as He know - eth how, and grant-eth great mer-cy to the world!"
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English translation by Isaac E. Lambertsen, ©2000, "The Menaion of the Orthodox Church", Vol. IV,
St. John of Kronstadt Press. The complete service text may be purchased through: sjkp.org
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